“Our vision is to be a community which impacts
our culture as the early church affected their world.”
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Everyone in the community of faith has full benefit of the Holy Spirit and is celebrated for all the
potential He creates in us.
We are witnesses for Jesus, on mission to spread His love in our neighborhoods, in the Washington
metro area, in the Northeast, and around the globe. (See also 4:2; 4:12; 4:20; 4:33; 5:29-32; 5:42; 7:2-53; )
Acts 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his
brothers.
Corporately united in prayer, our community is based on our mutual dependence on God as the Answer
and the One who Answers. (See also 2:42; 4:42-30; )
Acts 2:38-39 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom
the Lord our God will call."
Entrance into the Christian community involves a change of heart and publicly appropriating the work of
Jesus. (See also 3:19; 3:26; )
Each person who has received their new identity has also been given the gift of God’s Holy Spirit (see
above).
Participation in the community is open to everyone, all ages, all races, all backgrounds, all generations.
Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
This community is open to dramatic expansion and dreams of thousands coming to a relationship with
God through faith in Jesus Christ. (See also 2:47; 5:14; 6:7; )
Acts 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together
and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Teaching the word of God, and allowing that teaching to change us, is our heartbeat as a community.
Remembering always that the saving work of Jesus is our hope and glory, we celebrate communion
gladly and every weekend as we gather for worship.
Everything we have is part of God’s gift, and we are willing to share all we have to do all we can to meet
needs in the best way we can determine. (See also 4:32-36;
We will do life together daily, as well as in large special events at least weekly.

The community of Christ will be an attractive and accepting group that expects God to draw many more
to Himself through our community. (See also 5:13; 6:7;
Acts 3:16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that
comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.
All the credit for life-change goes to Jesus Christ in this community. (See also 4:10-11)
Acts 4:13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were
astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
We are real people, genuinely ordinary, who believe that Jesus can be seen through us if we allow his
Spirit to encourage us.
Acts 5:38-39 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of
human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against
God."
Lives are still changed by God—this is the sustaining life-blood of the church, Christ’s community.
Acts 6:3-4 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."
Based on gifts given by the Spirit of God, each person in this community will find her/his place of service
and source of care.
As you study the book of Acts, what other guiding principles do you see?

